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+THE PUFFER

LOCATION

GRIDREF
R 16l: 755, 494 - 755, 470

AL eastern end of Kaitcke basin on slopes adjacent to Tararua State Yorest park AR PHOTOD

boundar‘,;_ 54587 L/1
AREA DESCRIPTION

These moderately steep siopes begin from the flat pasture in the basin (270m. alt.) and extend
4P to the main dividing ridge at about 480m. alt. As with most of the bush gites in the
furvey this area has been extensively modified by fire. The vegetation is mostly scrub of
mixed hroadleaved type or manuka-kanuka. Small strips of forest - mostly beech with xamahj - OWNERS
are confined te the wetter guilies where fires have hat penetrated. This large expanse of

low scrup Pprovides an ideal envircnment for natjve orchids and about 10 species have been
Tecorded from this area. On northern, eastern and socuthern bound.,"ies the serub merges wich
an extensive area of torest,, much of which is within the Tararua Forest Park. The high pub)ic

roxXimity to the park. The faiffer is one of the busiest

S5IZE
Approx. 300 hectares

State and private

STATUSICURRENT PROTECTION

Ho protection.

ACCESS prom state Highway No. 2 take Marchant Road at the Pakuzac.
the way to the ¢ar park part-way up the slope.
The tracks are well signposted.

ahi Bridge. Signs will show
From here a track heads on Bp to the ridge.

JUSTIFICATION FOR RESERVE STATUS RATING 0-10

R ; the high ] -
Has high scientific value due to e high number of orchid Specles present SCENIC i
The area would be a logical} and worthwhile extension to the Tararua Forest Park. SCIENTIEIC 6

1. The area is popular with SighFSEEtE and RECREATION 767(?)

BIOLOGICAL DESTRIPTION RES RES
COMMUNITY TYPELS % WGTM RAREJUNCOMMON 2L ANTS NCC STATUS WeTN
1. Exotic forest, #mostly pine for commercial uses. 6 yes C_a__l‘ac_ieni_a_ _Jgg;_._!ii J only location in - no
1. New pasture an recently cleared land, some now grazed by 7 yes Pre. m Bl2s:plimosa Wyton Region - ne
sheep.
3. Recently burned vegetatian. B.5 Ives
4. Beech forest with kamahi, rewarewa and other broadleaved BS [res
Bpecies in canopy. Confineg mainly to gullies,
5. Manuka - kanuka scrub. 14.5 lyes i
6. Kawahi dominated scrub. Ha pes J
3 + & Mosaic of 5 and 6, B es !
|
|
RARE/UNCOMMON ANIMALS
Rone known from this area.
MODIFICATIONS AND TRENDS
This area was predominantly cleared for conversion to pasture before being allowed ro fevert to scrub and forest Since the first
clearance frequent fires have kept the Vegelation in early successional stages, creating an environment ideally suited to orchids. Tracks
“ere cul on Spurs and the main ridge, Probably as fire breaks, The puffer was one of these and became well used as

into the park. This wel] k
Crossing. It also gives ac

THREATS THPRAVEMENTS NEEDED
l.  Continued clearance for conversion to pasture or production 1.

More adeguate fencing to exclude stock iR some
forest. This will reduce the orchid habitar.

places.

2. Fare poses a threat to the vVegetation although the orchids
depend on the maintenance of low scrub for survival.

COMMENTS, RECOMMENDA TIONS

ealand. As regeneration continues a
$ will improve the scenic vialue of the ares. At present the area acts

colonise new habitars as they develop. Protection of the area
Specles. Although not part of the Tararua Forest Park, the area is
i deserves the same protection. The siting of a YOulh recreation centre at the base of these

The forest park boundary should be extended to take in
All clearance of land within the area should be
ot gain entry into the native vegetation.

theee slopre and bring the area

under the protection that the park land enjoys.
prevented. Existiry cleared land should

be adeguately fenced to ensure that stock do
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